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The Indian National Bibliography (INB) is being compiled 
since 1958. It has been serving scholars, Librarians, 
Publishers, Booksellers and those interested in the book 
world as a valuable tool of reference. The Central 
Reference Library (CRL), Kolkata, is responsible for the 
compilation and sale of INB. 


The INB has been conceived as an authoritative 
bibliographical record of current Indian publications in 
14 major languages of India (Assamese, Bengali, English, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, 
Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu) received at 
National Library, Kolkata under the Delivery of Books Act 
(Public Libraries), 1954. Apart from these books Boro, 
Dogri, Konkani, Maithili, Manipuri, Nepali, Sindhi, etc. 
are also included as and when received. Entries of 
books in all these languages are arranged according to 
standard classified sequence with an alphabetical index. 


Entries : The entries in the INB provide full 
bibliographical details as per MARC 21 in respect of the 
publications included in it. The details are as follows: 
Classification Number(DDC 22™ edition), feature 
headings, author, title, place of publication, publisher, 
year of publication, collation, size of the book, series, 
annotations (if necessary), ISBN/ISSN, nature of binding, 
price, language symbol and Colon Classification number 
(6" edition) . 


To facilitate books of different languages under one 
sequence, all entries are transliterated into Roman 
script with diacritical marks. 


Periodicity : The INB was first published as a quarterly 
with annual cumulations from 1958 to 1963 and its 
periodicity was changed to monthly in 1964 and 
continued upto 1977. Only annual volumes could be | 
published for 1978 and 1979 due to unavoidable 
circumstances. 1980-81 has been published as a 
biannual volume. Since 1984 the periodicity of the 
publication has been revived to monthly with annual 
cumulation which continued till 1993. From 1994 - 1999 
only annual volumes are published. The monthly issues 
were restored from June 2000 when the compilation of 
INB was automated. Since then monthly issues and 
annual volumes are published regularly. 


Automation of INB: Compilation of INB has been 
automated since June 2000. The customised UNICODE 
compliant library software is used for the compilation 
and generation of INB. Now the compilation of all the 
Indian language bibliographies has also been fully 
automated. The monthly and annual volumes of INB are 
made available in CD form (PDF format). 


Retroconversion : INB data since 1958 has been 
retroconverted to suit to the automated system. At 
present all bibliographical data since 1958 is available on 
electronic format. 


INB on-line : The Indian National Bibliography database 
is now made available online for the public. Visit our 


website www.crlindia.gov.in 


Language Bibliographies: India is a multilingual country 
where linguistic diversity is part of the historical cultural 
heritage. CRL is also publishing Indian language 
fascicules of INB. The publication of the language 
bibliographies of INB was initiated in 1959. Assamese, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Malayalam, Marathi and Urdu 
language bibliographies are regularly published either 
by the respective State Government (compiled by the 


CRL) or by the CRL. These language bibliographies are 
| available in the CRL website in PDF format. It is also 
considered that the publication of the language 


bibliographies would contribute indirectly to the 
development of the regional languages and also fulfill 
the long felt need to reference books like bibliographies 
in regional languages 


Utility : The volumes of INB are not only for the current 
use but also for the future generations. These are 
permanent records of the country’s intellectual output to 
be preserved for the future generation of users like 
scholars, librarians, publishers and book sellers. The 
volumes of bibliography will be utilized as a source 
material for compilation of subject bibliographies, book 
Statistics, publicity for publishers and book selection tool 
for librarians and book sellers and above all it will be a 
guide to all the technical problems like classification, 
cataloguing etc. 


Appeal to Publishers : The comprehensiveness and the 
success of the Indian National Bibliography mainly 
depends upon the active co-operation of the publishers 
to the provisions of the Delivery of Books Act (Public 
Libraries), 1954. 


Today INB has regained its position as a current National 
Bibliography. The monthly and annual issues are very 
regular. Now it is up to the publishers of the country to 
make it most comprehensive. They should send their 
publications to the National Library at the earliest so that 
their publications are listed in INB and gets a wider 
coverage throughout the country and abroad. Earn the 
benefits out of contribution to a national cause apart from 
legal obligations. 
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Some opinions 
The Indian National Bibliography ..... is the first major 
contribution to the world of bibliography made by 
independent India ... A first publication of this type has to 
face the difficulties inherent in a pioneering effort, but our 
scholars have displayed both courage and 
resourcefulness in overcoming them. 
- Prof. Humayun Kabir, July 9, 1958 
Hearties congratulations on the Indian National 
Bibliography. This is wonderful achievement of which you 
must be proud. 
- EC Frances, C. B. Director, 
British Museum August 26, 1958 
... What a wonderful job you have made of it... every one 
is to be congratulated on the enormous amount of work - 
and though that has gone into this splended result. | know 
that your countrymen are going to be proud of this work 
and | fell | want to shake you and your colleagues by the 
hand for having set your National Bibliography off to such 
afine state! 
- A. J. Wells, General Editor. 
The British National Bibliography, October 8, 1958 
.. the Indian National Bibliography will take its place in 
the rank to best national bibliographies. 
- P. M. Bogatchev, Director, Lenin State Library, 
Moscow Centre, U. S. S. R. November 6, 1958. 
... a boon to scholarly libraries and scholars all over world 
. its Publication is bibliographical event of major 
magnitude. 
- Ralph R. Shaw, Graduate School of 
Library Service, Rutgers University, 
in the Library Journal, November 15, 1958. 
With all its faults and these faults can be eliminated - the 
Indian National Bibliography is a welcome addition to the 
bibliographical efforts of the world. 
- S. R. Ranganathan, in the The Hindu’, 
October 26, 1958. 
a notable achievement on the part of librarians of India. 
- Information Bulletin (Library of Congress). 
Volume 17, No. 35, September, 1958. 
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INB ACROSS THE WORLD 


Australia ~ Bangladesh 
* Belgium ` Brazil ~ Canada 
* Denmark ` Finland ~ France 
1 Germany ` Ghana Iran ` Iraq 
- Italy ~ Japan “ Malaysia “ Nepal 
~ Netherlands ` New Zerland 


~ Nigeria ` Singapore È South Africa 

£ Sri Lanka ` Sweden ~ Switzerland 
1 Uganda ` Russia ` United 

Kingdom ` United States of America 


THE INDIAN NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


To know more about 
the Indian National Bibliography 
Please contact : 


The Librarian 
Central Reference Library 
Government of India 
Ministry of Culture 
Belvedere, Kolkata - 700 027 
INDIA 
webside : www.crlindia.gov.in 
e-mail : centralreferencelibrary@gmail.com 
cri-culture@gov.in 
Tel. (033) 24481529 , 2479 1721/1722 
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